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KYT LYN WALKEN
"I love Kyt's passion for Mantracking.
This girl is on fire"
Joel Lambert, 10 year Veteran of Navy SEAL Teams
Kyt Lyn Walken is an authentic enthusiast and
trader of the Ancient Art of Human and Animal
Tracking. This skill is still very effective nowadays
from Search and Rescue, Tactical dimension,
Forensic Science until Wildlife Conservation.
She has been entitled “Official Representative of
Hull’s Tracking School“ in 2018.
Mike Hull is her Mentor.
In the same year she has become a Conservation
Ranger after attending a two weeks course in
Poland led by C.R.O.W. (Conservation Rangers
Operations Worldwide).
Kyt Lyn has also studied “Forensic Photographs on
Crime Scene”, by UK Forensic Advisor and former
Royal Marines Robert Kendall.
Currently she runs Man and Animal Tracking
courses all over Europe, and she is regular writer for
some US and UK webzines on Survival and
Prepping.
She has been entitled "Directora de la Escuela de
Rastreo Humano Carcayú - Spain". She is Guest
Instructor for Veteranen Search Team (The
Netherlands).
She is author of the Manuals "The importance of
being a Tracker", "The Urban Tracker" and
"Tracking Compendium" (with Andy Martin),
"Jungle Warriors - SAS in Malesia and Borneo" and
the essay "Tracking, Anti-Tracking and CounterTracking during Colonialism" (with Professor
Timothy J.Stapleton).
www.thewayoftracking.com
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"A shoe print supposedly left by the suspect. (Copyright Text and Image: FOX 11)"
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INTRODUCTION

Most of us are pretty much acquainted with Forensic procedures on Crime scene, thanks to the massive
production of TV Series, Crime Movies and books.
The newspapers quite daily offer us the details of murders taken place both indoor and outdoor, in an
unceasing attempt to feed our morbid curiosity.
So we can consider ourselves quite accustomed with the forensic procedures.
We know, for example, that each single inspection on crime scene involve two different phases.
The very first one is the so called Survey phase and the subsequent one is defined the Investigation phase.
The first phase includes the detection and systhematic gathering of clues: all the data and material
elements which can be collected at the crime scene. The second phase is focused on the elaboration of
the data, and the comparison with additional ones.
If we relate to bloodstains we talk about BPA – Bloodstains Pattern Analysis. This is "the interpretation
of bloodstains at a crime scene in order to recreate the actions that caused the bloodshed. Analysts examine the
size, shape, distribution and location of the bloodstains to form opinions about what did or did not happen"
(NFSTC).
Beside that, investigators look for hair, textile fibres. And for any footwear evidence.
For this reason we talk about "Forensic Tracking".
Doctor Edmond Locard's principle, which states that “every contact leaves a trace”, is the obvious
starting point.
By that, each single scenario (either outdoor either indoor) is interested by the transition of one or
more individuals.
The main issue of Forensic Tracking is to detect clues connected to footwear evidence in tough &
rough surfaces.
This, in fact, makes the detection of footprints extremely challenging, especially when the time goes
by.
Tracks age.
Additionally to that, in the Survey phase, is not so unlikely to contaminate the whole crime scene,
overlapping previous footprints with others.
In such a way, the expertise of Detectives are more essential than ever, as the three following cases
demonstrate.
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THE ZODIAC KILLER

On the Zodiac Killer
The self-proclaimed Zodiac Killer was directly
linked to at least five murders occurred in Northern
California between 1968 and 1969 but he may have
been responsible for even more homicides.
He threatened police and population through letters
sent to area newspapers from 1969 to 1974.
Later on he abruptly ceased communication.
Despite frantic and largely conducted
investigations, no one related to the crimes was
ever arrested. The case remains open.

Images Copyrights:
San Francisco Examiner at
https://www.zodiacciphers.com/

"Reporting officer observed footprints leading from the foot stile to the passenger side of the Karmann Ghia.
The footprints were measured and Sgt. T. Butler photographed the impressions. Sgt. Butler also photographed
Reporting Officer pointing to the footprint which was to be cast. Said footprint indicating the direction of
travel was toward the vehicle"
(Taken from NAPA COUNTY's SHERIFF DEPARTMENT, Supplementary Crime Report, Det. &
Sgts Narlow and Lonergan, 10/5/1969)
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THE GOLDEN STATE KILLER

On The Golden State Killer
The Golden State Killer was the author of a large
number of rapes, murders and burglaries which
took place in different sites of California all over
the 1970s and '80s.
In 2001 some DNA analysis have been conducted
and they revealed that all the offenses have been
committed by the same man. The famous crime
writer Michelle McNamara defined him the "Golden
State Killer."
Only in 2018 Joseph DeAngelo, a former police
officer, was arrested.
He was charged with 13 murders and the rapes and
burglaries connected to the Golden State Killer.
In June 2020,Joseph DeAngelo pleaded guilty.
He "was sentenced to life in prison without the
possibility of parole".
Images Copyrights:
L.A. Mag
N.Y. Times

"Shoe impression from the East Area Rapist Task Force files. The Golden State Killer (known as EAR by
authorities) preferred tennis or running shoes and was believed to wear a shoe size between 8½ and 9½. [...] The
Golden State Killer’s telltale shoe impressions were often left in the soft earth around a victim’s house as he
circled, looking for a way inside. [...] Investigators spent time trying to determine what exact brand of shoe the
Golden State Killer wore. Here is one possibility: the Adidas SL 72 running shoe, first launched at the 1972
Olympic Games in Munich. [...]
Another running shoe possibility: the New Balance 320, first released in 1976.
[...] Three chain store-brand running shoes investigators considered in their search for the Golden State Killer’s
shoe type. [...]" ("The Evidence Locker: Inside the Case of The Golden State Killer", Michelle McNamara,
February 27th, 2013, excerpt from LAMag)
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THE NIGHT STALKER

On the Night Stalker
Richard Ramirez allegedly killed fourteen people
but he raped as well as tortured at least two dozen
more. This happened mainly during 1985 spring and
summer.
He happened to be a heavy drug user and he turned
out to be a Satanism fanatic.
In August 1985, Ramirez was apprehended and
sentenced to death.
He spent his days inside California's San Quentin
Prison.
At the age of 53, he died from cancer on June 7th,
2013.
Images Copyrights:
CBS News
The Tab
Timothy Hughes Rare Newspapers

"[...] When police investigators arrived at a double-murder scene on March 28, 1985, they found a distinctive shoe
print in a flower bed outside the Whittier home. Within four months, they would encounter that same shoe print at
five other residential robbery-murder scenes throughout Los Angeles County.
Those shoe prints would emerge as one of the first key clues that alerted police agencies to the likelihood that a
serial killer was roaming the county, killing, raping, slashing and beating victims during nighttime burglaries.
New details of how an areawide police task force pursued the trail of the sadistic killer, who became known as the
Night Stalker, began to emerge last week with the opening of the prosecution case against Richard Ramirez, 28,
now facing 13 murder charges.
In addition to the shoe prints, the Night Stalker task force quickly learned to recognize other signatures left by the
killer. Among them were distinctive slash wounds in five of the murders, similar handcuffs used to restrain some of
the victims--and then left behind--and “blunt force” head trauma to half a dozen others."
[...] " (Edwin Chen, February 6th, 1989, LA Times Archive)
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CONCLUSION
The Tracker is, tout court, a detective. Viceverse, any Detective is a Tracker, if we consider him from a
Forensic Tracking perspective.
In fact, he is able to collect data from:
the ground
vertical and/or horizontal surfaces
vegetation
discharged materials
items left on purpose
In second time, the Tracker elaborates the whole picture by putting the single clues together.
By that, he can answer questions on what/who/why/how a person (or a party) did specific things in a
specific space/time frame.
Forensics consider the sole of each shoe like the DNA.
Cuts, manifacturing defects, erosions, wear, consumption are clues.
By deciphering them, the Tracker can gain
habits
temporary or permanent disabilities
unique features
on the owner.
From an entire trackline (left foot/right foot) the Tracker can also calculate the approximate gait of a
person. This has a lot of do with:
intentions
feelings (relax, panic, anxiety..)
direction of travel
In indoor scenarios, footwear impressions represent a real challenge. This is more than true on hard
surfaces like tiles, parquetry and on carpets.
Additionally, if the author of footprints carries no material under the sole of his/her shoes (like mud,
blood, or any other kind of liquid/sticky substance), the possibility to see any evidence are extremely
limited.
Consequentially, the risk of contamination is very high.
If so, the "transfer" process will lead the Forensic Operators to easily identify the tracks and the whole
tracklines, or even more than one.
The tracks speak clear to the Investigators: reading them properly, like in any Outdoor context, drive
them to the fair reconstruction of what really happened.
Two people fighting each other, for example. Then a sudden stabbing.
Footprints appear to be extremely near to each other, and some tracks surely overlap each others.
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CONCLUSION
In the last years, very sophisticated tools have been developed in order to help the investigators to find
any latent footprint.
An example is provided by the Electrostatic dust print lifting devices, which "give the scientist the ability
to enhance, collect and preserve such impressions.
Electrostatic dust print lifting devices operate by charging a plastic film, placed over the dust print, which
creates electrostatic adhesions and draws the film onto the surface bearing the print. The dust particles are
attracted to the film because of this charge and adhere to it The film retains a charge after the unit is turned
off, thus retaining the particles of dust. The print must be composed of loose residue, and the residue must be
dry for this process to work. Also, a proper ground must be achieved when applying the electrical charge. On
some surfaces it is difficult or impossible to achieve a ground and the procedure will not work, necessitating
alternative lifting methods." (BCA – Bureau of Criminal Apprehension).
Beside that, the most of the work is up to Investigators, according to the training they received, and
the accuracy they put it into use.
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